
Design Review Committee
February 12, 2009

The Fell’s Point Visitor Center
1724-26 Thames Street,  Baltimore, MD  21231

DRC members attending:  Jerome Bird, Andrea Drake, Adam Carballo, Anne Hagarty 
Boyce, John Thompson and secretary Denise Whitman

Regular Session

6:10 pm 805 S. Ann St. David Martz

This property is currently an empty lot that joins 805 S. Ann St. as an L.  The lot  is currently 
used by the owner for parking and as a garden.  The owner would like to install a new 
stockade style wooden fence, gates and use pavers to surface and area that would 
accommodate the two cars that  currently park there.

The owner previously had this site reviewed by DRC for a 2 car garage in 6/28/07.  
BMZA gave approval in 2007 for 2 car garage.  The owner decided not to build the 
garage.

Decision:  Approved

6:30 pm 1635 Fleet Street Emillio Vasques

This is a review to modify a currently existing vinyl awning that the new business owner 
would like to reuse.  The business owner will be opening a Nicaraguan restaurant at this 
location, the site of the former Fell’s Point Restaurant.  Mr. Vasques plans to have a sign 
company remove the name of the former restaurant and apply the name of his business in 
the same blue and white color scheme.

Decision:  Approved:  

6:40 pm 2001-2003 Eastern Ave.  Julie Tice

This is an emergency review for a three story building, the former Colonial Inn Tavern.  Due 
to a miscommunication, the owner inadvertently demolished a portion of the rear of the 
building before receiving permits.  The building now has stability issues and the DRC 
members were very concerned about collapse, given the high winds over the last few 
days.  DRC members felt that there was an immediate pedestrian and community safety 
problem.  The committee suggested that the owner immediately take the following steps 

1.  Secure the sidewalk adjacent to Washington St. from pedestrians by using Long 
Fence (or other) chain link panels.
2.  Immediately shore up the wall adjacent to Washington St. with bracing.

The Committee members felt that time was of the essence to rebuild and stabilize the rear 
of the building.

The owner plans to use the the first floor of the buildings for retail, a restaurant or offices. The 
2nd and 3rd floors will become 4 rental apartments. 

The owner is requesting to build a small addition on top of the rear second floor roof, on the 



last 12 feet of the building.  The entire rear wall will be solid stucco.  The owner plans to 
build a secure parking lot with 32 spaces immediately adjacent to the rear of the building.  
This parking lot will be for use of the apartments and the retail/restaurant space, with the 
possibility of some spaces left for community use.

BMZA has already approved. 2001-2003 as B-2-3 and the proposed parking lot is 
zoned R-8;  The owner is still working on how to light the parking lot.  The owner was 
advised that the parking lot plans will need to go to Site Plan Review.

The owner was given information about Facade  Improvement Grant and Tax Credits and 
given information. 

Ms Tice advised the committee that the whole building will have a sprinkler system so that 
secondary fire egress is not necessary.  There will be no rooftop decks.

Materials and manufacturer’s information for paint colors, window and door manufactures, 
sills, mortar, stucco color, etc. will be supplied at the next DRC meeting.  The owner and 
architect have agreed to return at a later date for the review of the storefront.

Decision:  Approved - for stabilization and third floor infill rear addition and entire rear wall 
approved.  

7:15 pm 811 S. Broadway Andrea Adney, owner
Mannion Associates

This property is a 3 story Victorian building with a modified wood Victorian storefront with an 
Eastlake cornice.  The new property owner would like to install an oriental restaurant.  The fire 
marshal has advised the owner that they need a secondary form of egress from the rear of 
the property to be compliant with Baltimore City Fire Code.  The owner is proposing to 
modify the storefront to accommodate a fire egress.

The fire egress will consist of a 2 hour burn rated masonry wall that will be constructed in the 
north side of the building and with a french-styled multi-paned glass and wood door exiting 
to Broadway.

Additionally, the owner would like to reconstruct some of the storefront to give a more 
unified appearance.  The facade main entrance doors will consist of double french doors that 
will be centered in the storefront.  The large carved asian themed door will be removed and 
replaced with a stationary single french door to balance the southern side of the storefront  
and the fire egress. 

The Design Review Committee asked that the architect revisit with materials ( manufacturer 
sheets for doors and windows, paint colors, outside lighting, etc.) and the redrawn storefront 
indicating what original material will remain.  Denise Whitman offered to assist the owner with 
her fire egress issues.

Concept :   Accepted - revisit 


